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The  Chicago  ozone  nonattainment  area  (Cook,  DuPage,  Kane,  Lake,  McHenry  and  Will 
counties,  Oswego  Township  in  Kendall  County  and  Aux  Sable  and  Goose  Lake  town- 
ships in  Grundy  County)  experiences  excess  levels  of  ground-level  ozone  (smog).  The 
Clean  Fuel  Fleet  Program  is  one  of  several  measures  required  to  improve  air  quality. 


— who  is  affected  by  the  Clean  Fuel  Fleet  ProgramP 

The  program  affects  fleets  of  motor  vehicles.  Owners  or  operators  of  10  or  more  vehi- 
cles located  in  the  Chicago  nonattainment  area  are  subject  to  the  program,  as  are  those 
based  elsewhere  who  have  at  least  10  vehicles  that  accumulate  75  percent  of  their 
annual  miles  in  the  Chicago  nonattainment  area. 


j What  types  of  fleet  vehicles  are  exempt? 

n The  following  vehicles  are  exempt: 

""  • Emergency  vehicles 

• Off-road  vehicles 

• Vehicles  exceeding  26,000  pounds  gross  vehicle  weight 

• Vehicles  held  for  sale  by  dealerships 

• Vehicles  leased  or  rented  to  the  public. 

Having  any  exempt  vehicle  does  not  exempt  the  entire  fleet. 


D 


When  does  the  program  start? 


□ 


Beginning  in  model  year  1999  (Sept.  1,  1998  to  Aug.  31,  1999)  a specified  percentage 
of  vehicles  new  to  a fleet  must  be  certified  by  the  U.S.  EPA  to  one  of  four  federal  low 
emission  standards  and  operate  with  the  clean  fuel  to  which  the  vehicle  is  certified. 


D 

□ 


What  are  the  federal  emission-certification  standards? 

All  vehicles  sold  in  the  United  States  must  be  certified  to  an  emissions  standard  by  the 
U.S.  EPA.  The  federal  low-emission  standards  for  the  Clean  Fuel  Fleet  Program  are: 

• Low  Emission  Vehicle  (LEV) 

• Inherently  Low  Emission  Vehicle  (ILEV) 

• Ultra-Low  Emission  Vehicle  (ULEV) 

• Zero  Emission  Vehicle  (ZEV). 


A clean  fuel  vehicle  will  have  an  emission  label  with  one  of  the  above  standards  affixed 
to  its  body  or  engine. 


Q Does  the  program  require  a mix  of  vehicles  certified  to  all  the  standards? 

M The  program  requires  clean  fuel  vehicles  certified  only  to  the  LEV  standard.  Fleet  own- 
""  ers  or  operators  acquiring  more  clean  fuel  vehicles  than  required,  or  vehicles  certified  to 
more  stringent  standards  (ILEV,  ULEV  or  ZEV)  may  receive  credits  for  future  program 
compliance. 
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□ 


What  percentage  ot  new  vehicles  to  a fleet  is  affected,  and  when? 


Thirty  percent  of  light-duty  vehicles  (up  to  8,500  pounds  gross  vehicle  weight)  new  to  a fleet  must  be 
clean  fuel  vehicles  in  model  year  1999,  50  percent  in  model  year  2000  and  70  percent  in  model  year 
2001  and  thereafter.  Fifty  percent  of  heavy-duty  vehicles  (8,501  to  26,000  pounds  gross  vehicle  weight) 
new  to  a fleet  must  be  clean  fuel  vehicles  in  model  year  1999  and  thereafter. 
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Can  older  vehicles  qualify  lor  certification? 


ff|  The  U.S.  EPA  allows  modification  of  conventional  vehicles  to  operate  on  alternative  fuels  (e  g.,  propane, 
natural  gas)  to  meet  one  of  the  low  emission-certification  standards.  After-market  conversion-system 
manufacturers  are  responsible  for  obtaining  certification  to  these  standards  for  their  conversion  systems. 
Fleet  owners  or  operators  must  confirm  that  their  vehicle,  whether  original  equipment  or  conversion, 
meets  U.S.  EPA  certification  requirements  for  the  Clean  Fuel  Fleet  Program. 
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What  type  of  fuels  must  I use  in  clean  fuel  vehicles? 

The  program  is  fuel  neutral.  Ethanol,  methanol,  natural  gas,  liquefied  petroleum  gas  (propane),  reformu- 
lated gasoline,  diesel,  electricity  and  hydrogen  are  eligible,  provided  the  intended  vehicle  can  be  certified 
to  one  of  the  four  Clean  Fuel  Fleet  Program  emission  standards  with  that  fuel. 


□ 

□ 


What  should  I do  II  the  Program  applies  to  me? 

You  must  register  with  the  Illinois  EPA  and  be  assigned  a fleet  registration  number 


For  more  information  on  the  Clean  Fuel  Fleet  Program  contact: 

Darwin  Burkhart, 

Illinois  EPA,  Bureau  of  Air 

1021  N.  Grand  Ave.  East,  Box  19276 

Springfield,  IL  62794-9276 

217-524-4343 

Hearing  impaired:  217-782-9143. 

Additional  information  on  the  Clean  Fuel  Fleet  Program  is  available  on  the  Internet  at: 

webl  .igt.org/chicagocleancities 
or 

www.epa.  state,  il.us/air/clean-fuel-fleet/index.html 

For  more  information  about  this  or  other  fact  sheets  contact: 

Julie  Neposchlan 

Illinois  EPA,  Bureau  of  Air 

1021  N.  Grand  Ave.  East,  Box  19276 

Springfield,  IL  62794-9276 

217-782-6936 

Hearing  impaired:  217-782-9143. 
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